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pntion not " fit for any one of the feminine gender.'*
Two months later Sidney wrote from Utrecht to tell
Walsingham that he was presently returning to
Flushing, " where I hear that your daughter is very
well and merry/'

Sidney was not able to take part in any important
fighting until July.

lie had vainly besought Leicester on the 2d of

February to support him in a project for besieging

Steenbergen, near the western extremity of North

Brabant, which was then held by a Spanish force,

and of thus diverting from Grave, on the eastern

side of the province, the fierce attack that was being

made by the Duke of Parma upon its garrison of

Netherlanders.    " With two thousand of your foot-

men, besides them that these quarters may spare,

and three hundred of your horse, with them here-

about," he wrote, " I will undertake, upon my life,

either to win Steenbergen, or to make the enemy

raise his siege from Grave, or, which I most hope,

both.    If God will, I will do you honour in it."   The

supplies he asked for were not granted, and he pro-

ceeded  against  Steenbergen  with  such troops as

he could  collect;  but a sudden thaw delayed  his

movements, and he was not allowed to persevere in

them.   Although on the 6th of April Count Hohenlo

and Sir John Norris, Lord Norris's elder son, drove

off the besiegers of Grave and gave temporary relief

to that " strongest town in all the Low Countries,

though but a little one/' as the strategists of the

day considered, it was won by Parma on the 7th of

June.